
Sailing my pleasure craft into the UK – what do I need to do? 

 

 

Customs reporting 
 

Q:  I am sailing from the Channel Islands into a port in the UK 

A: You must comply with Customs reporting requirements (see below) 

 

Q: I am sailing from Ireland into a port in England, Scotland or Wales 

A: You must comply with Customs reporting requirements (see below) 

 

Q: I am sailing from an EU country into a port in Northern Ireland 

A: You do not need to comply with Customs reporting requirements. 

 

Q: I am sailing from an EU country into a port in England, Scotland or Wales. 

A: You must comply with Customs reporting requirements. 

 

Q: I am sailing from Northern Ireland into England, Scotland or Wales 

A: There are no reporting requirements. 

 

Q: I am sailing from a country outside the EU into a port in the UK  

A: You must comply with Customs reporting requirements (see below) 

 

Q: I have goods onboard in excess of my personal allowance to declare 

A: You must declare these goods and pay any taxes due using the Online Service for   

Passengers available on Gov.UK. There are penalties for failing to declare. 

 

 

Immigration reporting 

 
If you require immigration permission to enter the UK, you must obtain this before 

disembarking your vessel.  Failure to do so may result in you entering the UK illegally and 

being subject to enforcement action. 

 

Q: I am a British or Irish citizen sailing into a port in the UK from outside the UK.   

A: You do not need to contact Border Force for Immigration clearance.  

 

Q:  I hold EUSS or have the right of residence in the UK. 

A: You do not need to contact Border Force for Immigration clearance. 

 

Q: I am not a British or Irish citizen.  I am sailing into a port in the UK from outside the 

Common Travel Area (Ireland, Channel Islands and Isle of Man).   

A: You must contact Border Force to obtain permission to enter before disembarking your 

vessel.  

 

Provided your vessel is being used for private recreational 

purposes the following FAQs will apply. 

There are different rules for vessels that are being used for a 

commercial purpose.  See Gov.UK for more details. 
 



Q: I am not a British or Irish citizen.  I am sailing into a port in the UK from the Channel 

Islands, Ireland or the Isle of Man. 

A: You do not need to contact Border Force for Immigration clearance. 

 

 

Customs reporting procedure… 
• Fly the yellow Q flag on entering UK Territorial waters (the 12-mile limit).  

• Complete Part 2 of the HMRC C1331 form (available on Gov.UK) 

• Call the HMRC National Yachtline 0300 123 2012 on arrival. 

• Declare any excess goods on the C1331 form and pay the duty/tax using the Online 

Service for Passengers via Gov.UK 

 

 

Immigration reporting procedure… 
• Before disembarking your vessel, you must contact the local Border Force office to 

request permission to enter. Contact numbers are available from the harbour office, 

marina, Gov.UK or via the National Yachtline. 


